WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A masonry block resulting from a splitting operation on a molded 
workpiece by at least one splitting assembly in a block splitter having a splitting line, the at least 
one splitting assembly including a plurality of projections dispose on at least one side of the 
splitting line and positioned to engage the workpiece during thjfsplitting operation, the masonry 
block comprising: / 

a block body including a top surfaced bottom surface, a front surface 
extending between the top and bottom surfaces, a rear surface extending between the top and 
bottom surfaces, and side surfaces between the front an/ rear surfaces; a locator protrusion 
formed integrally with the block and disposed on the top or bottom surface thereof; the 
intersection of the front surface and the top surface Refining an upper edge, and the intersection 
of the front surface and the bottom surface defining a lower edge; and the front surface and at 
least a portion of one of the upper edge and the l/wer edge are roughened as a result of the 
plurality of projections engaging the workpiec/during the splitting operation. 

2. The masonry block m claim 1, wherein the block splitter includes a 
second splitting assembly with a pluralitwrf projections disposed on the same side of the 
splitting line as the projections of the fiEBt splitting assembly, and wherein at least a portion of 
the upper edge and at least a portion of the lower edge of the block are roughened by the 
projections during the splitting operation. 

3. The masomy block of claim 1, wherein the at least one roughened upper 
edge or lower edge is rounded./ 

4. The masonry block of claim 1, wherein a portion of at least one of the side 
surfaces is textured as a re/ult of the action of the workpiece-forming mold. 

5. yne masonry block of claim 4, wherein a portion of each of the side 
surfaces is textured as/a result of the action of the workpiece-forming mold. 
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6. The masonry block of claim 4, wherein the texturedjportion of the at least 
one side surface is adjacent the front surface. 

7. The masonry block of claim 4, wherein the textured portion of the at least 
one side surface is the entire side surface. 



8. The masonry block of claim 1, further including a radiused section 
connecting the front surface to at least one of the side surfaces. 
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9. The masonry block of claim 1, further/ncluding radiused sections 
connecting the front surface to both of the side surfaces. 

10. The masonry block of claim 9, wherein each of said radiused sections is 
textured as a result of the action of the workpiece-formjfig mold. 

1 1 . The masonry block of claim Lfwherein the front surface is mottled. 

12. The masonry block of clainf 1 1 , wherein the mottling is produced by a 
plurality of colors in the material that forms the masonry block. 



13. The masonry block of claim 1 , wherein the locator protrusion comprises a 



locator lip. 



14. The masonry block pf claim 1, wherein the front surface is rounded when 
viewed from the side. 



shaped. 



15. The masonry block of claim 1, wherein the projections are cylindrically 



16. The masonry Block of claim 15, wherein the projections have rounded 



tips. 
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17. The masonry block of claim 15, wherein the Projections have irregular 



tips. 



1 8. The masonry block of claim 15, whergm the projections have a diameter 
of between about 0.5 to about 1.25 inches. 

1 9. The masonry block of claim 1 , Wnerein the projections comprise plates. 



20. The masonry block of claim / wherein the projections are pyramidal in 



shape. 



2 1 . The masonry block of claim 1 , wherein the splitting assembly includes a 
splitting blade aligned with the splitting line Jtnd wherein said projections have a tip that is 
positioned about 3/8 inch above or below trie top of the blade. 



22. A wall formed from a plurality of masonry blocks according to claim 1 . 



23. The wall of claim 22, wherein a plurality of different sizes of the masonry 



blocks are used. 



\ 24. A masonry block formed from a molded workpiece, comprising: 

a block body including a top surface^ bottom surface, a front surface 
extending between the top and bottom surfaces, a rear surface extending between the top and 
bottom surfaces, and side surfaces between the frog^nd rear surfaces; and wherein a portion of 
at least two of said surfaces is textured as a resulbfrfShe action of the workpiece-forming mold. 



25. The masonry block of claim 24, wherein the front surface is roughened as 
a result of splitting the workpiece and at/least a portion of each side surface is textured. 
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26. The masonry block of claim 25, wherem the textured side surface portions 
are adjacent the front surface. / 

27. The masonry block of clairnfSV wherein the textured side surface portions 
are the entire side surfaces. ^ \ 

28. The masonry block of claim 24, wherein the rear surface is textured as a 
result of the action of the workpiece-formmg mold. 

29. A masonry block that is produced from a molded workpiece that is split in 
a block splitter having a splitting line, said block splitter comprising a first splitting assembly 
that includes a plurality of projections disposed on at least one sufe of the splitting line, said 
projections being positioned so that they engage the workpiecoKluring the splitting operation, 
whereby the masonry block includes at least one irregular snpt edge and surface produced by 
said first splitting assembly. / 

30. The masonry block of claim 29,Xherein the block splitter comprises a 
second splitting assembly opposed to the first splitting assembly, and wherein said second 
splitting assembly includes a plurality of projection/ positioned so that they engage the 
workpiece during the splitting operation whereby ine masonry block includes an opposed pair of 
irregular edges. / 

3 1 . The masonry block of /laim 29, wherein a surface of the masonry block 
includes a textured portion as a result of the/action of the workpiece-forming mold. 

32. The masonry blodk of claim 31, wherein the textured portion is on a side 
surface of the masonry block adjacent / front surface thereof. 

33. The masonryiblock of claim 29, further including a locator protrusion 
formed integrally on a bottom sur/ce of the block. 
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V \ 34. The masonry block of claim 33, wherein the locator protrusion comprises 

V\\\ ali p 



mottled. 



35. The masonry block of claim 29, wherein the irregular split surface is 



f 5 * 



36. The masonry block of claim 35, wherein t^e mottling is produced by a 
plurality of colors in the material that forms the masonry blocl 



37. A method of producing a masonry Jifiock having at least one irregular split 
edge and surface, comprising: 

providing a masonry block splitter hav^mg a splitting line with which a masonry 
workpiece to be split is to be aligned, the block spMer including a first splitting assembly that 
includes a plurality of projections disposed on at lpast one side of the splitting line, said ^Jj^ 
projections being positioned so that they engage/the workpiece during the splitting operation; 

locating a masonry workpiece \f the masonry block splitter so that the workpiece 
is aligned with the splitting line; and 

splitting the workpiece into /t least two pieces using the first splitting assembly. 

38. The method of clafim 37, further including the step of providing the 
masonry block splitter with a second splitting assembly opposed to the first splitting assembly 
and operating in concert therewith, tlTe second splitting assembly including a plurality of 
projections disposed on same side pf the splitting line as the projections of the first splitting 
assembly, said projections being /ositioned so that they engage the workpiece during the 
splitting operation whereby the/iasonry block includes an opposed pair of irregular split edges. 



39. The method of claim 38, wherein the first and second splitting assemblies 
are provided with a plurality of projections disposed on each side of the splitting line. 



40. A inasonry block that is produced from a molded workpiece that is split in 
a block splitter having a/first splitting blade with a cutting edge and blade surfaces extending 
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away from the cutting edge at acute angles and which are engageable with the wojdeffiece during 
the splitting operation, whereby the masonry block includes at least onej^^ular split edge and 
surface produced by said first splitting blade. 

41 . The masonry block of clainyK^ wherein the block splitter includes a 
second splitting blade opposed to the first SDjtfung blade, and wherein the second splitting blade 
includes a cutting edge and blade surges extending away from the cutting edge at acute angles 
and which are engageable withjjaeworkpiece during the splitting operation whereby the 
masonry block includes an^Jpposed pair of irregular edges. 



The masonry block of claim 41, wherein the acute angles of the surfaces 
on the firsf^hd second splitting blades are preferably between about 0 degrees and about 30 
degre 



43. 



A splitting blade assembly for use in a block splitter comprising? 
a splitting blade; and 
a plurality of projections mounted on said splittingJWSde on at least one 
side thereof, said projections and said splitting blade are fixed relatij^fto each other during a 
splitting operation whereby said projections and said blade njp^e simultaneously during the 
splitting operation. 



44. The splitting blade fessfefifoly of claim 43, including a plurality of 
projections mounted on each side of saj^pdrtting blade. 

45. The snffiting blade assembly of claim 44, wherein said splitting blade 
includes a cutting edge ana blade surfaces extending away from the cutting edge at acute angles, 
said projections are/nounted on said blade surfaces. 



46. The splitting blade assembly of claim 43, wherein said projections are 
adjustajafe relative to said splitting blade. 
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47. The splitting blade assembly of claim 43, wherein said projections 
cylindrically shaped. 



rounded tips. 



48. The splitting blade assembly of claim 47, wherein said^Jrojections have 



49. The splitting blade assemblnof clakHW, wherein said projections have 



irregular tips. 



50. The splitting bladea^s^rMof claim 47, wherein said projections have a 
diameter of between about 0.5 to aboi*rl.25 jrahes 

5 1 . The spmting blade assembly of claim 43, wherein said projections 
comprise plates. 

5lY The splitting blade assembly of claim 43, wherein said projections are 
pyramidal in shape. 



53. The splitting blade assembly of claim 43, wherein said projections have a 
tip tryF is positioned about 3/8 inch above or below the top of said splitting blade. 
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